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Should a portion of the French fleet lie at Bizerta, the Com-mander-in-Chief shall attempt to deal separately with the scattered portions of this fleet. For the purpose of holding the portion of the enemy fleet at Bizerta, operations with mine layers and torpedo boats from Trapani and Cagliari are in contemplation; for action against a French fleet possibly proceeding eastward from Toulon, the light units of the local coast defence of the Western Ligurian coast are in contemplation.
The main action is to be carried out so swiftly that the decision shall be reached before the Russian forces in the Black Sea can interfere.
It shall remain with the Commander-in-Chief to decide whether, in addition to the main operations against the enemy fleets, simultaneous secondary actions shall be directed against possible French troop transports from North Africa or against sections of the enemy coasts.
6. Provisioning of the Fleet and Bases. Italy makes herself responsible for the preparations in time of peace specified herewith for the bases enumerated in this section, at her own expense. The Royal Italian Navy shall receive compensation for the supplies appropriated by the Austro-Hungarian and German vessels.
(a) Bases far Assembling. With reference to Section 4 of the Supplementary Agreement, the following places shall be prepared as bases for assembling:
(a) The harbor of Augusta for the Austro-Hungarian,
(jg) Gaeta (Naples) for the German, and (7) Messina for the Italian Naval forces.
The stocks of supplies to be accumulated at Augusta and Gaeta (Naples) shall, while providing for a necessary reserve, be apportioned in such a manner that the vessels on the occasion of their first meeting may be certain of completing their stores.
After this last fitting out and after the final departure of the Austro-Hungarian Naval forces from Augusta, all stores remaining in the harbor there shall be removed or destroyed, in order to forestall any capture by the enemy.